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TO  THE 


Mailing  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Report  for  the 
year  1909. 

The  District  under  my  care  embraces  : — 

Census,  1891.  Census,  1901. 


Acres  .  38,114  38,114 

Inhabited  Houses  ...  4,849  5,183 

Population  .  24,751  24,709 


The  Population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year  1909  is 
24,675. 


The  Births  registered  during  the  year  number  553,  of  these 
289  were  males  and  264  were  females  ;  517  were  legitimate  and  36 
were  illegitimate. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  is  22-4  per  1,000  of  the  popula¬ 
tion,  this  being  by  far  the  lowest  on  record,  the  average  rate  for  the 
past  10  years  has  been  26’3  and  the  births  have  never  before  fallen 
below  600. 


The  Deaths  for  the  year  number  321,  giving  a  Death  Rate  per 
1,000  of  the  population  of  1 3  0,  the  average  for  the  past  10  years 
being  14-0  per  1,000.  The  small  death  rate  from  Zymotic  diseases 
during  the  past  few  years  has  been  a  satisfactory  feature.  The 
average  number  of  deaths  from  the  principal  Zymotic  diseases  has 
been  about  34  annually  for  the  past  10  years.  Last  year  the 
number  was  only  17  and  this  year  it  is  16. 

The  number  of  children  dying  under  1  year  of  age  is  55, 
giving  a  rate  of  99-5  per  1,000  births  registered. 

A  glance  at  the  figures  on  Table  1  will  show  a  fairly  steady 
decrease  under  this  heading. 

Deaths  from  the  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  number  16, 
giving  a  death  rate  from  this  cause  of  -65  per  1,000  of  the  popula- 


tion. 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

.  1 

death. 

) 

Whooping  Cough  . 

.  1 

>  > 

There  occurred  from  \ 

Diphtheria . 

.  3 

deaths. 

j 

Influenza  . 

.  3 

J  > 

( 

Diarrhoea  . 

.  8 

n 

No  deaths  were  recorded  from  either  Measles  or  Typhoid  Fever. 

Under  the  Act  for  the  Compulsory  Notification  of  Infectious 
Diseases  there  were  reported  89  cases.  The  numbers  in  1906,  1907 
and  1908  were  respectively  281,  136  and  117. 
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Of  the  89  cases 

reported 

16  were  due  to 

Scarlet  Fever. 

55 

>> 

Diphtheria. 

13 

J>  >  >  1  ’ 

Erysipelas. 

3 

))  >>  ” 

Typhoid  Fever. 

2 

J!  >  >  M 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Below  is  a  table  giving  an  analysis  of  cases  reported  during  the 
past  10  years. 


Year. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph¬ 

theria. 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Puer¬ 

peral 

Fever. 

Small¬ 

pox. 

Erysi¬ 

pelas. 

Totals. 

1900 

94 

55 

9 

0 

0 

41 

199 

1901 

56 

58 

16 

3 

15 

17 

160 

1902 

51 

68 

8 

8 

•22 

20 

172 

1903 

25 

31 

4 

2 

7 

23 

92 

1904 

64 

54 

5 

0 

0 

22 

145 

1905 

182 

102 

2 

4 

0 

21 

261 

1906 

156 

86 

10 

1 

0 

28 

281 

1907 

41 

55 

7 

1 

0 

32 

136 

1908 

55 

31 

19 

1 

0 

11 

117 

1909 

16 

55 

3 

2 

0 

13 

89 

10  years’ 

69 

59 

8-3 

2-2 

4-4 

22 '8 

165-2 

average. 

Scarlet  Fever. — The  figures  for  the  year  are  veiy  satisfactory 
as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  above  table.  Sixteen  cases  only 
have  been  reported  throughout  the  District  and  theie  was  nothing 
in  the  nature  of  an  epidemic.  Fourteen  of  the  sixteen  cases  were 
treated  in  Hospital  and  seeing  they  were  widely  distributed  both 
with  regard  to  time  and  place  the  result  speaks  well  for  the  efficacy 
of  the  system.  There  were  no  return  cases. 

The  Parish  of  Burham  was  responsible  for  4  cases,  Snodland 
and  Eccles  each  reported  3,  2  came  from  East  Beckham,  and  1  each 
from  the  villages  of  Aylesford,  Birling,  Allington  and  Shipbourne. 

Diphtheria. — Fifty-five  cases  were  reported  and  of  these  3 
proved  fatal.  Only  28  or  about  half  the  total  number  were  admitted 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  The  only  serious  outbreak  was  that  which 
occurred  at  Stansted  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  yeai.  The  first 
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known  case  was  attacked  about  September  20th.  The  patient  was 
a  scholar  at  Stansted  School  but  had  not  attended  since  the  summer 
holiday.  The  drainage  of  the  child’s  home  was  at  fault. 
Subsequently  several  scholars  attending  the  school  were  attacked 
and  the  school  was  closed  for  a  time. 

After  re-opening  I  inspected  all  the  children  separately  and 
took  swabbings  from  several  throats  with  the  result  that  a  case  of 
latent  diphtheria  was  discovered.  Subsequently  with  the  assistance 
of  Dr.  Dundas  another  inspection  was  made  and  a  series  of  swab¬ 
bings  taken  with  a  negative  result.  No  further  cases  occurred.  I 
concluded  that  the  epidemic  originated  outside  the  school  premises 
but  that  contact  at  school  was  the  cause  of  the  spread  and  per¬ 
sistence  of  the  outbreak.  Fourteen  cases  were  reported  in  all. 

Eccles  reported  16  cases,  the  majority  of  which  occurred  in  the 
early  months  of  the  year.  No  common  cause  was  discovered. 

In  addition  to  Eccles  with  16  and  Stansted  with  14  cases  there 
were  reported  from  Aylesford  6  cases,  East  Peckham  4,  Burham, 
West  Mailing  and  East  Mailing  each  3,  Wateringbury  and  Pyarsh 
each  2,  Leybourne  and  Allington  each  1. 

Typhoid  Fever  has  been  much  less  prevalent  than  in  1908. 
Only  3  cases  were  reported  as  against  10,  7  and  19  in  1906,  1907 
and  1908  respectively. 

Two  were  reported  from  Snodland  and  one  was  from  West 
Mailing.  They  were  not  connected  in  any  way  one  with  another 
and  they  presented  no  features  calling  for  special  remark.  All  three 
recovered. 

Puerperal  Fever. — Two  cases  were  reported  this  year  as 
against  one  in  each  of  the  3  preceding  years.  Both  were  found  to 
be  due  to  obviously  preventable  causes.  Both  recovered. 

Since  April  1st  the  Mid  wives  Act  has  been  administered 
directly  by  the  Kent  County  Council  and  in  March  I  made  my  final 
Peport  on  the  working  of  the  Act. 

After  commenting  on  several  special  cases  I  reported  as 
follows  : — 

“  The  number  of  Certified  Midwives  in  the  District  grows 
“  steadily  less.  Out  of  45  who  have  registered  since  the  Act  came 
“  into  operation  at  least  10  have  ceased  to  be  available,  only  2 
“  fresh  names  were  added  in  1907  and  only  1  in  1908. 

“  I  am  from  time  to  time  asked  by  the  unregistered  women  who 
“  now  attend  labours,  principally  in  the  outlying  villages,  what  they 
“  are  to  do  next  year  when  they  can  no  longer  attend  to  cases  for 
“  gain. 

“  There  is  now  less  than  twelve  months  in  which  to  make  the 
“  necessary  provision,  and  as  I  have  reported  every  year  for  several 
“  years  past,  unless  Certified  Midwives  are  provided  the  entire  Act 
“  cannot  be  enforced  in  practice. 
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“  The  group  of  parishes  in  the  centre  of  the  District  West 
“  Mailing,  Offham,  Addington,  Eyarsh,  Leybourne  and  Biding— has 
“  a  population  of  about  4,600.  Amongst  all  these  parishes  (about 
“  8,000  acres),  there  is  one  Midwife  and  she  is  the  mother  of  a  large 
<<  family  I  exclude  of  course  the  Mid  wives  at  the  Union  Work¬ 
house  and  those  at  the  Kent  Nursing  Institution.  It  is  obvious 
“  that  the  one  Midwife  cannot  meet  the  needs  of  these  six  parishes. 
“  Others  are  better  off,  East  Mailing  especially  having  in  addition 
-  to  a  Queen’s  Nurse  half-a-dozen  registered  Midwives,  most  ol  them, 
“  however,  are  women  with  home  ties  and  so  far  as  I  am  aware 
“with  one  exception  they  do  no  work  outside  their  immediate 
“  neighbourhood.  I  consider  that  some  definite  steps  should  be 
“  taken  forthwith  in  order  to  avoid  confusion  in  a  year  s  time. 

The  1st  of  April,  1910,  is  now  close  upon  us  and  on  that  date 
the  complete  Act  comes  into  force  or  should  do  so. 

Measles.— Outbreaks  of  this  disease  necessitated  the  closing  o* 
Schools  at  St.  Michael’s,  East  Peckham,  and  at  Eyarsh. 

Whooping  Cough  wras  not  prevalent  in  the  District  generally 
but  at  Burham  there  was  a  considerable  outbreak  in  November,  m 
consequence  of  which  the  Infant  bchool  was  closed. 

Epidemic  Diarrhoea  was  responsible  for  8  deaths.  In  the 
hop-picking  season  fear  of  an  epidemic  of  this  disease  is  a  constant 
source  of  anxiety  but  for  three  years  now  we  have  been  spared  any 
extensive  outbreak. 


The  following  tables  of  Vital  Statistics  are  of  interest 


Year. 

1 

Population 
estimated 
to  the 
middle  of 
the  year. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Under 

1  Year. 

At  all  Ages. 

Number. 

Rate  per 
1000  Births 
Registered. 

Number. 

— 

Rate  per 
1000  of  the 
Popula¬ 
tion. 

1899 

24,710 

679 

27-4 

100 

147-2 

413 

16-7 

1900 

24,705 

653 

26-4 

92 

140-9 

385 

15-6 

1901 

24,709 

646 

26-15 

94 

145-5 

365 

14-8 

1902 

24,705 

686 

27-7 

76 

110-8 

352 

14-2 

1903 

24,701 

686 

27-8 

87 

126-8 

318 

12-9 

1904 

24,696 

653 

26-4 

74 

107-2 

324 

13-1 

1905 

24,692 

639 

25-9 

59 

92-3 

311 

12-6 

1906 

24,688 

604 

24-5 

69 

114-2 

339 

13-7 

1907 

24,684 

636 

25-8 

67 

105-3 

365 

14-8 

1908 

24,680 

606 

24-6 

57 

94-0 

291 

11-8 

Average 

24,697 

648-8 

26-3 

77-5 

118-4 

316-3 

14-0 

99-08 

1909 

24,675 

553 

22-4 

55 

99-5 

321 

12-9 
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Death  Table. 


AT 

SUBJOINED  AGES. 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

All  ages. 

Under 

1  year. 

1  and 

under  5. 

5  and 

under  15. 

15  and 

under  25. 

j  25  and 
j  under  65. 

65  and 

over. 

Scarlet  Fev£r . 

1 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  .  ... 

3 

— ■ 

2 

1 

— 

Epidemic  Influenza . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Diarrhoea  . 

8 

5 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Enteritis  . 

3 

3 

— 

■ — 

- — 

— 

— 

Phthisis . 

23 

— - 

— 

1 

7 

13 

2 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

12 

1 

5 

3 

2 

1 

— 

Cancer . 

28 

— - 

— 

— 

1 

15 

12 

Bronchitis . 

30 

6 

1 

— 

— 

2 

21 

Pneumonia  . 

23 

7 

1 

1 

1 

4 

9 

Pleurisy . 

2 

— ■ 

— 

_ 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases. . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Alcoholism  . 

1 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Venereal  Diseases . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Premature  Birth . 

10 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Heart  Diseases . 

38 

— 

■ — 

2 

2 

15 

19 

Accidents  . 

10 

— 

3 

1 

— 

4 

2 

Suicides . 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

All  other  Causes  . 

118 

21 

5 

2 

27 

63 

All  Causes  . 

321 

55 

21 

11 

14 

89 

131 

The  Mid-Kent  Water  Company  continues  to  supply  a  pure 


water. 

The  discolouration  and  sandy  deposit  which  had  for  some  years 
been  troublesome,  has  received  especial  attention  from  the  Company 
with  the  result  that  the  water  has  much  improved  in  these  respects. 
I  have  not  myself  noticed  the  trouble  for  6  months  past  neithei  have 

I  received  complaints.  . 

The  following  T&ble  gives  the  result  of  8  Analyses  taken  during 

the  year  : — - 

The  figures  represent  parts  per  100,000. 


Year,  1910. 

Average. 

Maximum. 

Minimum. 

Free  Ammonia . 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  . 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  15  minutes  .... 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours . 

Total  Solid  Residue  . 

Chlorine  . . . 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  and  Nitrites  . . 

Temporary  Hardness . 

Permanent  Hardness . 

Total  Hardness  . 

•0001 

•0004 

•0002 

•0037 

24-5 

1-77 

Trace. 

12-6 

4-9 

17-5 

•0004 

•001 

•0012 

•006 

27-2 

1-95 

Trace. 

14-1 

66 

18-4 

None. 

None. 

None. 

•0017 

23-4 

I- 65 
None. 

II- 1 

4-0 

16-9 

8 


New  mains  are  not  now  being  extensively  laid  in  the  Mailing 
District,  there  is  notwithstanding  a  steady  increase  in  the  number 
of  houses  supplied.  Last  year  3,977  houses  were  being  supplied 
with  water,  this  figure  representing  nearly  four-fifths  of  the  inhabited 
houses  of  the  District. 

In  many  parts  of  the  District  where  there  is  no  drainage 
scheme  the  disposal  of  an  abundant  domestic  supply  of  water  has 
proved  troublesome  and  expensive,  but  the  difficulty  has  as  a  rule 
not  proved  insuperable,  and  the  benefit  of  a  continuous  supply  as 
compared  with  the  variable  and  often  inadequate  or  unwholesome 
supply  of  former  times  is  obvious  to  all. 

The  Hop-picking  Season  was  a  short  one  this  year.  The 
weather  was  much  of  it  wet  and  the  tent  dwellers  suffered  a  great 
deal  in  consequence.  There  was  no  outbreak  of  epidemic  disease 
neither  was  there  much  diarrhoea  amongst  the  young  children.  I 
found  a  number  of  defective  tents  amongst  those  I  visited  and  in  one 
case  it  was  found  necessary  to  prosecute  the  grower.  I  desire  once 
again  to  quote  from  my  Annual  Deport  for  1904  : — “  I  have  seen 
“  many  tents  in  use  which  were  not  a  proper  protection  from  the 
“  weather  and  in  wet  seasons  much  misery  and  sickness  is  the  con- 
“  sequence.  Children  playing  or  rubbing  against  the  canvas  will 
“  frequently  destroy  its  rainproof  qualities  even  if  it  is  a  good  sound 
“  tent  when  fairly  used,  and  therefore  it  is  undesirable  to  accommo- 
“  date  children  in  them  under  any  circumstances.” 

The  housing  of  the  hop-pickers  has  without  doubt  greatly  im¬ 
proved  and  is  improving  every  year,  also  on  some  farms  much  is 
done  by  various  charitable  and  other  organisations  for  the  benefit 
of  the  pickers. 

The  overcrowding  question  is  a  serious  one.  A  certain  number 
of  persons  are  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  allotted  to  each  hut  or 
tent  but  in  many  cases  after  a  time  they  re-arrange  themselves,  also 
they  receive  week-end  visitors.  I  have  in  a  former  report  suggested 
that  it  would  be  a  simple  matter  for  every  farm  bailiff  to  keep  a  list 
of  his  huts  and  tents  with  the  names  of  persons  apportioned  to  each. 
It  would  then  be  easy  for  the  Inspector  to  ascertain  if  the  accom¬ 
modation  were  sufficient  and  if  there  should  be  found  to  be  over¬ 
crowding  whether  the  fault  lay  with  the  grower  or  with  the  pickers. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Milking  is  still  carried  on  in  many 
cases  under  insanitary  conditions,  notwithstanding  the  very  moderate 
regulations  recently  issued,  and  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
ascertain  only  one  dairy  from  which  milk  is  sold  uses  a  tuberculin 
test  for  the  cows  ;  one  small  private  dairy  also  uses  it  but  another 
large  dairy  from  which  milk  is  sold  and  in  which  the  test  was 
formerly  adopted  has  dropped  its  use  since  it  was  found  “  not  to  pay.” 
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Factory  and  Workshops  Act. — There  are  now  on  the  register 
21  Factories  and  105  Workshops,  a  total  of  126  Workshops. 
Your  Sanitary  Inspector  records  258  inspections. 

In  the  Isolation  Hospital  53  cases  were  treated,  with  2  deaths. 
Eleven  patients  were  in  Hospital  on  January  1st,  1909,  and  42  were 
admitted  during  the  year.  Comparative  figures  are  given  in  the  sub¬ 
joined  Tables  and  are  of  interest  to  those  who  follow  the  working  of 
the  Hospital  in  detail. 

The  work  of  the  Resident  Staff  has  been  in  all  respects  satis¬ 
factory. 
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Sewage  Disposal  Works. — Those  dealing  with  the  West 
Malling  Sewage  are  working  very  satisfactorily,  they  are  clean  and 
well  kept  and  cause  very  little  annoyance  to  the  neighbourhood. 

The  Aylesford  and  Burham  Works  dispose  of  their  effluent 
after  treatment;  by  land  filtration,  none  passes  directly  to  the  river. 
Owing  to  a  leaky  sewer  and  the  recent  floods  work  there  has  been 
very  heavy  and  pumping  has  occupied  too  much  of  the  Caretaker’s 
time,  in  consequence  there  is  a  general  air  of  neglect  about  the 
works  and  results  have  not  been  altogether  satisfactory.  The  Com- 
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mittee  would,  I  think,  be  well  advised  to  take  what  steps  are 
necessary  to  keep  the  works  in  good  order  and  clean,  and  so  to  get 
full  benefit  from  the  sewage  treatment. 

Snodland  Works. — In  June  I  reported  as  follows  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  on  the  general  sanitary  state  of  Snodland  with 
particular  reference  to  drainage  and  sewage  disposal : — “  Snodland  is 
“  a  small  town  of  comparatively  recent  growth.  Its  population  at 
“  the  1891  census  was  3,188,  10  years  later  it  numbered  4,136, 
“  although  the  population  of  the  District  as  a  whole  had  decreased. 
“  The  area  covered  by  the  town  is  small  having  regard  to  its  popu- 
“  lation.  It  is  drained  by  a  sewer  and  has  an  excellent  water 
“  supply. 

“  It  lies  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Medway. 

“  Some  years  ago  I  had  occasion  to  report  on  the  accumulation 
“  of  refuse  in  the  backyards  of  the  houses,  the  gardens  being  as  a 
“  rule  little  more  than  yards  and  quite  insufficient  in  area  to  take 
“  the  dry  refuse  of  the  houses. 

“  A  system  of  dry  scavenging  wras  instituted  which  has  worked 
“  well  on  the  whole  and  has  been,  I  am  sure,  of  great  benefit  to  the 
“  health  of  the  inhabitants. 

“  There  are  no  plans  of  the  main  drainage,  or  none  are  known 
“  to  exist. 

“  There  is  a  12-inch  main  and  there  are  a  large  number  of 
“  secondary  sewers. 

“  At  one  time  the  cottage  owners  were  allowed  to  connect  the 
“  cottage  drains  with  the  sewer  without  at  the  same  time  being  com- 
“  pelled  to  provide  any  water  supply,  with  the  result  that  there  were 
“  many  blocks  and  much  resulting  injury  to  health.  All  this  has 
“  been  remedied. 

“  The  main  sewers  are  also  flushed  from  some  8  or  10  automatic 
“  flushing  tanks,  each  tank  containing  100  gallons  and  discharging 
“  itself  at  intervals  of  about  12  hours. 

“  There  are  also  6  stand  pipes  which  are  used  for  flushing  the 
“  sewers  from  various  points  regularly  twice  a  week. 

“  There  are  also  about  twelve  4  and  6-inch  ventilating  shafts 
“  erected  at  different  points. 

“The  sewage  passes  from  the  main  through  a  screen  into  a 
“  large  covered  tank,  it  passes  thence  by  pipes  and  empties  itself 
“  into  a  tidal  gully,  the  point  of  entrance  into  the  gully  is  about  200 
“  yards  from  the  main  river,  and,  in  its  course  along  the  gully  the 
“  effluent  passes  by  the  side  of  the  Snodland  Paper  Mills,  the  Mills 
“  being  situated  close  to  the  river. 

“  There  are  duplicate  screens  and  tanks. 
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“  Referring  to  certain  defects  at  the  point  of  discharge  men- 
“  tioned  in  my  last  Annual  Report,  I  am  now  able  to  state  that  a 
“  contract  has  been  signed  and  work  will,  I  understand,  be  com- 
“  menced  at  once  with  the  object  of  carrying  the  effluent  some 
“  distance  down  the  gully  in  pipes  and  discharging  it  thence  6  inches 
“  below  low  water  level. 

“  The  treatment  of  the  sewage  is  primitive  and  its  mode  of 
“  discharge  is  also  undesirable,  but  I  have  hesitated  to  make  repre- 
“  sentations  seeing  that  Snodland  is  well  down  the  tidal  river  and 
“  that  the  gully  is  well  washed  with  every  tide.  I  have  been  unable 
“  to  connect  the  drainage  with  the  various  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever 
“  which  have  occurred,  though  I  have  always  had  the  matter  upper- 
“  most  in  my  mind  when  making  enquiries.  There  have  been  no 
“  cases  of  Typhoid  reported  since  February  10th,  1909,  and  the 
“  returns  of  other  Infectious  Diseases  have  been  very  satisfactory  of 
“  late.” 

During  the  six  months  which  have  elapsed  since  I  wrote  the 
above  the  work  of  carrying  the  effluent  further  down  the  gully  has 
been  completed. 

The  annoyance  caused  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Aylesford  and 
Eccles  by  the  opening  of  the  Maidstone  Sewage  Disposal  Works  has 
on  several  occasions  occupied  your  attention. 

The  Works  are  situated  near  the  right  bank  of  the  river  and 
to  the  left  of  the  road  running  from  Aylesford  to  Eccles.  They  are 
fine  works  and  the  effluent  is  as  a  rule  reported  to  be  good. 

It  is  generally  agreed  that  the  smell  arises  from  the  sewage  as 
it  passes  from  the  septic  tanks  on  to  the  filter  beds  ;  the  liquid  as  it 
passes  from  the  tanks  is  sprayed  by  means  of  “  Sprinklers  ”  on  to 
the  surface  of  the  filter  beds. 

Soon  after  the  works  were  started  the  smells  became  very  bad 
and  I  reported  to  you  on  the  matter.  At  your  request  I  reported 
again  at  intervals. 

In  my  first  report  I  pointed  out  the  desirability  of  waiting  till 
the  works  had  been  got  into  order  before  doing  more  than  draw 
the  attention  of  the  Maidstone  Authority  to  the  matter. 

At  that  time  the  annoyance  was  a  very  serious  one. 

Subsequently  modifications  were  made  in  the  working  of  the 
system  with  a  view  to  lessening  the  smell  from  the  sewage  as  it 
passed  out  of  the  tanks  on  to  the  filter  beds  and  a  variety  of  tech¬ 
nical  details  were  attended  to.  This  has  resulted  in  a  very  marked 
improvement  and  without  committing  myself  to  a  definite  opinion 
I  may  express  the  hope  that  next  year  I  shall  report  that  there  is  no 
more  annoyance  existing  than  must  inevitably  arise  from  the 
presence  in  the  neighbourhood  of  such  extensive  works.  I  should 
like  here  to  acknowledge  the  assistance  and  advice  I  have  received 
from  the  County  Medical  Officer  whose  active  interest  in  the  matter 
from  an  impartial  position  has  been  most  helpful. 


r 


14 

Early  in  the  year  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  issued  a  memorandum  on  administrative  measures  against 
Tuberculosis. 

As  a  result  I  attended  your  Council  meeting  in  July  and  sub¬ 
mitted  the  following  proposals  : — 

1  — That  when  a  patient  dies  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  or  when 
he  moves  to  another  dwelling  disinfection  should  where  prac¬ 
ticable  be  carried  out. 

2.  — That  sputum  bottles,  disinfectants,  &c.,  should  be  given  to 

patients  when  necessary. 

3.  — That  examination  of  sputum  in  suspicious  cases  should  be  paid 

for  by  the  Council  when  necessary. 

4.  — That  a  system  of  Voluntary  Notification  should  be  adopted. 

5.  — That  the  Emergency  Block  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  when  not 

otherwise  in  use  should  be  available  for  the  treatment  of  cases 
of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  for  short  periods  and  for  Educational 
purposes  only. 

A  Committee  was  appointed  to  consider  these  proposals  and  in 
December  the  first  four  of  them  were  adopted. 

I  hope  to  be  able  to  report  on  the  results  next  year. 

Appended  is  the  Beport  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Affiur  obedient  Servant, 

ARTHUB  H.  ROBERTS. 


February  19th,  1910. 
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The  Limes, 

West  Mailing, 

January  24th,  1910. 

Dr.  A.  H.  Eoberts, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Mailing  Eural  District  Council. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  herewith  submit  my  annual  Eeport  for  the  year  1909,  in 
respect  to  my  duties  as  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Inspector  of  Dairies 
and  Cowsheds,  Inspector  of  Factories  and  Workshops,  Inspector  of 
Canal  Boats,  also  as  Surveyor  of  New  Streets  and  Buildings  to  the 
Mailing  Eural  District  Council. 

NUISANCES 

Accumulation  of  Refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 

Drains  Blocked  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Defective  Sinks  and  Waste  Pip^s...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Defective  and  Insufficient  Drains  ...  ...  ...  95 

Defeotive  Roofs  and  Gutters  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Defective  Floorings  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  6 

Defective  Pavings  ...  ...  ...  •••  15 

Dirty  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  1 

Dirty  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  •••  5 

Dirty  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Dirty  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  6 

Filthy  Dwelling  Houses...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Filthy  Ditches...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  8 

Filthy  Yards  ...  •••  •••  ...  •••  •••  3 

Houses  Unfit  for  Human  Habitation  ...  ...  ...  3 

Insufficient  Water  Supply  ...  ...  •••  ...  18 

Insufficient  Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  13 

Insufficient  Waterclosets  ..  ...  ...  ...  84 

Keeping  Animals  so  as  to  be  a  Nuisance  ...  ...  ...  8 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  7 

Overflowing  Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  70 

Overflowing  Privies  ...  ...  •••  •••  ...  19 

Workrooms  Insufficiently  Ventilated  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  646 

The  Nuisances  in  most  cases  have  been  abated  without  it  being 
found  necessary  to  serve  statutory  notices,  and  there  only  remain  a 
few  outstanding  nuisances,  for  which  preliminary  notice  was  given, 
at  the  end  of  ;year. 

I  have  had  no  trouble  when  dealing  with  the  owners  of 
property  direct,  they  have  at  all  times  been  ready  and  willing  to 
abate  nuisances  arising  from  structural  defects,  with  owners’  agents 
I  am  not  quite  so  successful. 
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With  regard  to  nuisances  for  which  occupiers  are  responsible, 
there  has  been  difficulty  through  cesspools  being  allowed  to  overflow, 
rendering  prosecution  necessary,  these  proceedings  would  not  have 
taken  place  had  the  owner  of  the  property  fulfilled  his  agreement 
with  the  tenants.  The  scavenging  has  now  been  undertaken  and  is 
being  carried  out  by  the  owner. 

The  following  cases  were  brought  before  the  Justices  during 
the  year 

Contravention  of  Bye-laws  relating  to  Hop-pickers  at  East 
Peckham,  defective  tents.  Eesult — Defendant  fined  £1  and  costs. 

Nuisances  at  Rock  Cottages,  Ightham.  Four  cottagers  were 
summoned  for  allowing  their  cesspool  to  overflow,  ordered  to  abate 
nuisance  and  a  recurring  order  was  made,  with  costs. 

Nuisances  at  Oxford  Street,  Snodland.  The  Agents  of  the 
owners  of  these  premises  were  summoned  to  abate  nuisances  arising 
from  defective  closet  and  insufficient  water  closets  to  six  cottages, 
ordered  to  abate  nuisances  and  pay  costs. 

Three  cottages  reported  in  Schedule  of  Nuisances  as  unfit  for 
human  habitation  have  been  voluntarily  closed. 

SCAVENGING. 

Snodland. — The  Scavenging  in  this  parish  has  again  considerably 
improved.  The  Scavenging  Contractor  has  reported  that  during  the 
year  he  has  scavenged  1654  loads  of  refuse.  I  am  pleased  to  report 
that  I  have  not  received  any  complaints  of  neglect  to  scavenge 
during  the  year,  and  in  consequence  of  the  work  having  been  carried 
out  so  satisfactorily  the  contractor  has  been  successful  in  obtaining 
the  contract  for  1910.  I  think  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  the 
District  if  the  contract  could  be  made  for  three  years  instead  of 
annually. 

Table  of  refuse  removed  during  the  past  three  years  : — - 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Cost. 

1907  . 

1908  . 

1909  . 

1,176  Loads . 

1,461  Loads . 

1,654  Loads . 

£  s.  d. 

98  10  0 

98  10  0 

100  0  0 

Totals  . . 

4,291  Loads . 

297  0  0 
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Wouldham. — The  Scavenging  here  has  been  carried  out  very 
satisfactorily,  and  I  have  not  any  record  of  complaint  being  made 
during  the  year,  the  cost  has  again  been  considerably  reduced,  which 
appears  to  be  due  to  the  further  reduction  of  occupied  property. 
This  is  the  first  year  of  returns  being  made,  which  I  append.  I  also 
shew  cost  of  scavenging  for  past  three  years  : — 


Loads  from 
Cesspools. 

Cesspools 
pumped  out. 

Loads  from 
Privies. 

Number  of 
Pails 
Emptied. 

Loads  of 
Refuse 
Removed. 

60 

6 

130 

11,430 

333 

Year. 

Cost. 

1907 . 

£129 

1908 . 

£120 

1909 . 

£109 

East  Malting  and  Ditton. 

The  work  of  Scavenging  here  is  done  by  direct  labor,  the 
Council  contracting  for  horse  hire,  the  system  adoped  works  satis¬ 
factorily.  There  is  however  great  difficulty  of  disposing  of  the 
liquid  contents  of  cesspools.  It  is  found  to  be  impossible  to  find 
sites  near  the  New  Hythe  area  of  collection,  the  sewage  is  therefore 
carted  to  Ditton,  the  weather  during  the  year  is  no  doubt  the  cause 
of  difficulty  being  found  for  the  deposit  of  liquid  sewage  on  the 
land. 


Horse  Hire 

Labour  . . 

March. 

June. 

September. 

December. 

Totals. 

£  s.  d. 

52  12  6 

35  8  0 

£  s.  d- 

58  13  0 

32  19  6 

£  s.  d. 

57  7  6 

35  15  8 

£  s.  d. 

59  18  6 

37  19  10 

£  s.  d. 

228  11  6 

142  3  0 

Total  . .  £ 

88  0  6 

91  12  6 

93  3  2 

97  18  4 

370  14  6 

Add  Bonus  to  Foreman 

•  •  •  • 

5  0  0 

Total  . .  £ 

375  14  6 

f 
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The  cost  for  the  last  8  years  has  been  : — 


Year. 

Cost. 

£  s. 

d. 

1907 . 

395  7 

4 

1908.. ...... 

384  12 

3 

1909 . 

375  14 

6 

It  will  therefore  be  seen,  in  face  of  difficulties  that  have  arisen, 
the  year’s  work  shews  a  further  reduction  for  the  year  of  £8  17s.  9d. 
Everything  as  in  previous  years  is  being  done  to  keep  the  cost  down 
consistent  with  efficiency.  I  pay  frequent  surprise  visits  to  the  men 
at  work,  and  give  instructions  to  the  foreman  that  every  care  is  to 
be  taken  to  carry  out  the  work  in  such  a  manner  as  to  leave  no 
chance  of  justifiable  complaint. 

Slaughterhouses. 

I  have  visited  the  various  Slaughterhouses  in  the  District  and 
on  six  occasions  have  called  upon  the  occupiers  to  cleanse  and  lime- 
white  their  premises.  On  re-inspecting  the  Slaughterhouses  1  have 
found  them  clean  and  satisfactory  (this  is  three  more  than  the 
previous  year)  and  there  has  been  no  occasion  to  serve  statutory 
notices. 

There  are  no  regulations  or  bye-laws  in  force  in  respect  to 
Slaughterhouses  but  I  consider  the  general  condition  good. 

Hop-pickers. 

During  the  hop-picking  season  I  visited  and  inspected  the 
various  hopper  settlements  in  the  District,  the  season  was  very  wet 
and  again  considerable  trouble  was  caused  by  the  use  of  unsatis¬ 
factory  tents.  Action  was  taken  by  the  Council  in  the  most  serious 
case  of  contravention  of  the  bye-laws,  which  I  hope  will  induce  the 
hop-growers  to  take  particular  care  in  seeing,  that  if  tents  are  used, 
that  they  are  suitable  and  in  good  condition,  the  question  of  using 
tents  comes  up  every  year.  I  feel  sure  that  it  would  be  found 
cheaper  if  portable  wooden  buildings  were  provided  in  place  of  tents, 
there  is  very  little  difference  in  the  first  cost  and  they  last  quite  three 
times  longer  than  the  tents.  I  carefully  watched  the  food  supply 
and  found  the  same  satisfactory,  the  previous  action  of  the  Council 
appears  to  have  had  a  marvellous  effect  on  the  caterers  for  tbe 
hoppers’  food  supply.  The  water  supply  was  also  good,  principally 
laid  on  from  the  Mid  Kent  Water  Company’s  mains. 

There  were  no  infectious  cases  reported  amongst  the  hop- 
pickers. 


Factories  and  Workshops. 


I  have  visited  and  inspected  from  time  to  time  the  various 
Workshops  and  Factories  in  the  District,  and  have  had  occasion  to 
call  upon  two  owners  of  Factories  to  provide  farther  Sanitary  Con¬ 
veniences  for  their  Employees.  I  have  also  called  upon  the  occupier 
of  Factory  to  cleanse  and  iimewhite  Factory,  also  occupiers  of  six 
Bakehouses  to  cleanse  and  Iimewhite  same,  as  against  nine  in  the 
previous  year.  Also  upon  one  occupier  of  Laundry  to  provide  venti¬ 
lation  in  ironing  rooms.  On  re-inspection  I  found  that  the  work 
had  been  carried  out,  and  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  serve  statu¬ 
tory  notice. 

During  the  year  I  have  registered  8  Workshops,  there  are  now 
on  the  .Register  21  Factories  and  105  Workshops. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

1  have  inspected  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  in  the  District  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  and  have  called  upon  the  occupiers  to  cleanse  and  lime- 
white  live  Cowsheds  as  against  10  the  previous  year,  also  on  the 
occupier  to  cleanse  and  Iimewhite  one  Dairy  as  against  two  last  year. 
Also  upon  the  owners  to  reconstruct  drainage  to  three  Cowsheds, 
this  work  was  at  once  carried  out.  There  are  at  present  58  persons 
registered  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order. 

Canal  Boats  Acts. 

1  have  visited  during  the  year  the  various  wharves  and  sidings 
from  time  to  time,  and  have  made  18  inspections,  in  all  cases  I 
found  the  boats  clean  and  well  kept  and  complying  with  the  Acts. 

The  boats  with  only  one  exception  were  occupied  by  men  only, 
the  exception  being  the  Silas  and  Letitia  of  Bocliester,  Beg.  No.  100, 
this  boat  is  occupied  by  man  and  wife. 

There  were  no  infectious  cases  reported  during  the  year. 

West  Malling  Outfall  Works. 

The  works  here  are  controlled  by  the  West  Mailing  Sanitary 
Committee,  and  they  are  working  very  satisfactorily,  the  cost  of 
working  same  for  the  year  ending  December  31st  was  £16  6s.  Id., 
and  after  deducting  £5  received  for  the  other  portion  of  outfall,  leaves 
a  charge  of  £11  6s.  Id.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  turn  the 
clinkers  on  the  primary  filter  beds  as  I  anticipated  last  year.  I  find 
that  by  using  each  section  of  four  beds  every  alternate  week  keeps 
the  filtering  material  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  as  shown  by  the 
brilliant  filtrate  obtained,  only  in  case  of  heavy  storm  do  we  use  the 
whole  of  the  beds  at  one  time.  There  is  also  a  storm  weir  fixed  to 
divert  a  large  proportion  of  the  storm  water  on  to  the  upper  and 
second  terrace  of  the  outfall  works. 
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New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

During  the  year  I  submitted  to  the  Plans  Committee  for  their 
consideration  73  plans  as  compared  with  59  in  the  previous  year. 

The  Committee  recommended  69  for  approval,  3  were  referred 
back  and  1  adjourned. 

Plans  for  the  following  buildings  were  approved  : 

45  Houses  as  compared  with  22  in  1908. 

7  Bungalows. 

28  Additions  to  Houses  as  compared  with  29  in  1908. 

5  Additions  to  Public  Buildings. 

3  Additions  to  Schools. 

6  Additions  to  Factories  and  Workshops. 

2  Cowsheds. 

2  Dairies. 

Total  98  Buildings  as  compared  with  67  in  1908. 

The  Council  have  provided  a  Plans  Cabinet  for  the  better  care 
of  the  plans  submitted  and  retained  by  the  Council. 

I  remain, 

Yours  faithfully, 

CHARLES  SOUTER. 


